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ALB CSR LIST 2016

AN EXPANDED CSR LIST SHOWCASES 25 LAW FIRMS IN ASIA THAT CLEARLY HAVE THEIR HEARTS IN
THE RIGHT PLACE WHEN IT COMES TO GIVING BACK TO THEIR COMMUNITIES. BY RANAJIT DAM

NAME OF FIRM

HOME JURISDICTION(S)

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE

Allen & Gledhill

Singapore

Pro bono work; community engagement

Arendt & Medernach

Luxembourg

Supporting local art and young artists

Ashurst

United Kingdom

Support for migrant workers; diversity and inclusion

Azmi & Associates

Malaysia

See article

Bae, Kim & Lee

South Korea

See article

Baker & McKenzie

United States

Tuition bursary for children of ex-offenders; pro bono work

Clifford Chance

United Kingdom

Support of microfinance project; anti-human trafficking work

Deacons

Hong Kong

Raising legal awareness; fundraising efforts

DLA Piper

United Kingdom/ United States

Startup help for young entrepreneurs; donations

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher

United States

Pro bono help for university financing; soap recycling

Holman Fenwick Willan

United Kingdom

Anti-piracy work; assistance to refugee claimants

Hogan Lovells

United Kingdom/ United States

Women and girls empowerment; working with social enterprises

Herbert Smith Freehills

Australia/United Kingdom

Working with charities; development of CLE programme

KarimSyah

Indonesia

Arbitration courses; coordinating small dispute resolution bodies

Kim & Chang

South Korea

Legal academy; assistance for North Korean defectors

King & Wood Mallesons

Australia/China

Support of charities; pro bono legal services, internships

Linklaters

United Kingdom

Assistance to centres for orphans; pro bono help for refugees

Mayer Brown JSM

United Kingdom

Forum for professional women; charitable donations

MahWengKwai & Associates

Malaysia

See article

Rajah & Tann

Singapore

Charitable donations; criminal legal aid scheme

Reed Smith Richards Butler

United States

Anti-human trafficking efforts; ocean conservation work

RHTLaw Taylor Wessing

Singapore

Fundraising activities; legal aid clinics; donation drive

Thomas Philip

Malaysia

See article

WongPartnership

Singapore

Pro bono work; charities and community outreach

Yoon & Yang

South Korea

See article
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f 2015 touched the surface when it
came to the CSR initiatives undertaken
by law firms in Asia, 2016 provides
a clearer view. The list has been expanded from 10 to 25 to accommodate the
veritable flood of entries that ALB received
this year, and such was the quality of the
submissions that it was extremely hard to
decide which firms to leave out of the list.
In the interests of space, we’re only
highlighting notable CSR work by a few
firms on the list. For the full picture, we
urge you to reach out to each of the respective firms in the list opposite for details.
Three firms from Malaysia made the CSR
List this year. Of these, Azmi & Associates,
which describes itself as a “progressive law
firm [that] continues be a strong believer of
CSR programs and giving back to society,”
has sponsored scholarships for students
in its home country.
Meanwhile, MahWengKwai & Associates
was involved in a fundraising campaign in
aid of the Nepal earthquake relief, raising
450,000 ringgit ($102,000) in the process.
It also supported an organ donation drive

in Malaysia, and participated in a conference on strengthening birth registration
in Sabah.
As for Thomas Philip, the firm’s initiatives last year included bringing electricity
to an off-grid rural village of about 50
households in Long Pakan, Ulu Baram in
East Malaysia’s interior Sarawak.
In South Korea, Bae, Kim & Lee’s numerous CSR initiatives this year included
providing assistance for asylum seekers
and foreign migrants; working with related
NGOs, government agencies, and corporations to provide support related to issues
faced by social enterprises; and offering
assistance and advice to women, youth
and the differently abled.
As for Yoon & Yang, it has offered
legal representation for foreign migrant
workers; hosted a pro bono conference;
advocated on behalf of patients suffering
from Hansen’s diseas; and provided legal
aid for the homeless, among others. The
firm’s work earned it the “Grand Award
for Attorneys Dedicated to Public Interest”
from the Korean Bar Association.

CSR

17

According to of counsel Hong Hoon Lee,
Yoon & Yang the firm“has a long and rich
tradition of public service that is an integral
part of its history.” In May 2012, Yoon &
Yang established a Pro Bono Committee,
combining and strengthening several existing pro bono and charity programs that
had been launched since 2003, when the
firm was established. And in order to pave
the way for continuous pro bono activities,
the Yoon & Yang Public Interest Foundation
was established in November 2014.
As of Dec. 4 last year, Yoon & Yang’s
attorneys dedicated had dedicated 4,771
to pro bono work or community service
in 2015, or an average of 20.5 hours per
lawyer. Additionally, 29 percent of firm’s
attorneys participated in more than one
activity during the year.
On July 21, the firm held its inaugural
pro bono conference in South Korea, which
drew some 40 lawyers and doctors. At the
conference, attorneys presented seminars
on the legal issues surrounding infectious
diseases including MERS, an outbreak of
which occurred in the country.

